Precious Metal

AS one of the country’s most in-demand opera singers, velvet-voiced baritone Nathan Gunn
(above) has won awards and critical praise for his performances in such works as Billy Budd and
Hamlet, yet his iPod playlist reveals a different musical interest. “I like to listen to industrial met-
al, especially right before | go onstage,” he says. “Pantera, Metallica, System of a Down—they
help me clear my head and get psyched up for the show.” Gunn, however, needs no assistance
garnering excitement for his latest role of Mercutio in the Metropolitan Opera’s production of
Gounod’s Roméo et Juliette (Metropolitan Opera House, 362-6000, Sept. 25-Dec. 31). “I love
singing in New York,” he notes. “I got my start in opera in the Met’s Lindemann Young Artist
Development Program, so performing here is like coming home. It’s where | do my best work.”
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